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Command Line Arguments

• Usually, a console program takes some arguments
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Processing Command Line Arguments

• the main method of any Java program takes one parameter args
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Processing Command Line Arguments

• the main method of any Java program takes one parameter args

wich is a String array

• this parameter contains the command line arguments passed to the
program, each one as a String
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Printing Command Line Arguments

Listing: Printing Command Line Arguments.

/** Example for printing the command line arguments <br/>

* Eclipse: "Run As" -> "Run Configurations ..." -> Java Application

* -> new -> (x)= arguments -> program arguments

* (type arguments space -separated in that field) */

public class PrintCommandLineArguments {

/**The main routine

* @param args

* the command line arguments of the program (no longer ignored ^_^) */

public static final void main(String [] args) {

System.err.println("There were " + //$NON -NLS -1$

args.length + // the number of command line arguments

" command line arguments."); //$NON -NLS -1$

for (String arg : args) { // iterate over the command line arguments

System.out.println(arg);// print the current iteration element

}

}

}
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Greetings Printer Revised: Now with Args

Listing: Greetings Printer Revised: Now with Command Line Arguments.

/** Examples for using command line arguments (and if-then -else) */

public class HelloSwitchCaseArgs {

/** The main routine

* @param args

* the command line arguments of the program (no longer ignored ^_^) */

public static final void main(String [] args) {

if (args.length < 2) { // check if there are at least two arguments , if not , print help and exit

System.out.println("Please specify two arguments: your family name and your gender."); //$NON -NLS -1$

} else { // OK, we have at least two command line arguments

System.out.print("Hello "); // just print hello //$NON -NLS -1$

switch (args [1]) { // choose what to do based on gender provided as second command line argument

case "f": //$NON -NLS -1$

case "F": {// we will get here if gender is either "f" or "F" //$NON -NLS -1$

System.out.print("Mrs. "); //$NON -NLS -1$

break;

}

case "m": //$NON -NLS -1$

case "M": {// we will get here if gender is either "m" or "M" //$NON -NLS -1$

System.out.print("Mr. "); //$NON -NLS -1$

break;

}

default: { // we will get here if the gender is neither "f", "F", "m", "M"

System.out.print(args [1]);

System.out.print(' ');

break;

}

}

System.out.println(args [0]); // print family name , the first command line arg

}

}

}
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How to Specify Command Line Args in Eclipse
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Summary

• We have learned what command line arguments are: A second way to
pass data to a program (the first is stdin)

• We have learned how to receive them in a Java program: via
String[] parameter of main method

• We have seen how to specify them in Eclipse if we want to run a
program
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Caspar David Friedrich, “Der Wanderer über dem Nebelmeer”, 1818
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wanderer_above_the_Sea_of_Fog
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